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PHARMACY TECHNICIAN 
 

Equipment for Demonstration and Practical use for Students: 
 

o Triple Beam Balance 
o Torsions Balance 
o Metric and Apothecary Weight Set 
o Spatulas 
o Beakers 
o Mortar and Pestle 
o Test-Tube Holders 
o Graduated Cylinders 
o Erlenmeyer Flasks 
o Pipettes 
o Pyrex Funnels 
o Hypodermic Needles and Syringes 
o Pill Counter 
o Sharps Container 

o Sterile water for Injection Vials 
o I.V. (Intravenous) Bags and Bottles 
o Cassettes 
o Test Tubes 
o Chemicals for Lab Exercises in 

Chemistry 
o Fluid Dispensing Systems 
o Clamps 
o Tables and Chairs 
o Whiteboard/Blackboard 
o Computers and Printer 
o Laminar Flow Hood 
o Complete Mock Pharmacy** 
o Computer Lab 

 
 
Audio Visual includes: 
  

o Films-rental and on free loan 
o Overhead Projector Overlays 
o Appropriate posters, charts and passouts 
o TV/VCR/DVD Combo 
o LCD Projector 

 
 
**NOTE: Each campus that offers a Pharmacy Technician program has a lab which replicates a  

   retail and hospital Pharmacy setting. 
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EYECARE SPECIALIST 
Offered at WC 

 
26 Week Program Includes:  
Classroom and Clinical Internship 
Program Credit Hours = 25.5 Semester Units 
 
The student, upon completion of the Eyecare Specialist program and under the doctor’s supervision, will 
be able to function as a technical assistant, measuring the curvature (or power) of letters of a specific 
size at a specific distance, recording pressure or tension within the eye, assist in detection, determine the 
power of lenses in old and new prescriptions, and frame measurements.  Opportunities are excellent in 
the optometric and ophthalmology fields as well as in the fashionable eyewear industry.  Graduates will 
be eligible to accept entry level positions as a technician or dispensing optician and are qualified to take 
the American Association of Opticianry examination.  There are also jobs in optical laboratories, optical 
merchandising firms, fashion boutiques and other “lens related” businesses. 
 
Courses taught in the Eyecare Specialist Program are:  
 
Seminar for Success  
Orientation and success building course for Career Students.  Review of basic math, language, 
vocabulary, and writing skills.  Introduction to core career classes, availability of community resources, 
outlining, summarizing, managing credit and other life skills. 
 
Dispensing   
Anatomy of the Eye, Care and Use of the Lensometer, Optical Terminology and Vocabulary, 
Transposition Practice, PD Rules and Measurements, Frame Selection and Measurement, Frame 
Adjustments, Use of Salt Pan and Adjustment Instruments, Ordering Prescriptions from the Lab, Bifocal 
Measurements and Identification, Lens Tinting and Heat Treating, Patient Education 
 
Chairside   
Optometric Services, Caring for the Office, Patient Relationships, Introduction to the Phoropter, 
Keratometer and Retinoscope, Taking Patient Vital Signs (Blood Pressure, etc.), Taking Patient Case 
Histories, Medical Emergencies, Pharmaceutical Prescriptions, Cycloplegias, Tangent Screen, Use of 
the Tonometer for Glaucoma Testing, Assisting with Diagnostic Testing, Employee Job Description 
including: Front Office Attire, Ethics, and Personal Hygiene 
 
Contact Lens   
Optics of Contact Lenses, History of Contact Lenses, Types of Lenses, Fitting and Variables in Contact 
Lenses, Patient Contact Lens Education 
 
Front Office & Communications   
Greeting Patients and Visitors, Telephone Techniques, Making Appointments, Filing, Letter Writing, 
Ordering Supplies, Insurance Terminology, Abbreviations, and Symbols, Insurance Coding Exercises, 
Processing Insurance Claims, Medical and Legal Terminology, Ethics and Malpractice   
 
Computer   
Introduction to Computers, Word, Excel, Medi-Soft, Processing Electronic Insurance Claims, & Creating 
Professional Quality Résumés   
 
 
Curriculum also includes: Internship Workshop (seminar for job preparedness), Student Orientation, 
and CPR. 
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EYECARE SPECIALIST  
 
Equipment for Demonstration and Practical use for students: 
 

o Marco Vertometers 
o A.O. Radiuscopes 
o Topcon Lensometer 
o A.O. Lensometer 
o B & L Lensometer 
o Keystone Telebinocular 
o A.O. Ophthalmometer 
o A.O. Projector 
o 2 – A.O. Perimeters 
o Urocon C.L. Shadow Box 
o B & L Projector 
o Electric Chair w/Hydraulic Stand 
o Tangent Screens 

o Frame Warmer 
o Ophthalmic Bench Work Tools  
o Color Blind Test 
o Stereopsis Test 
o Worth 4 Dot Test 
o Hard Contact Lens Trial Set 
o Soft Contact Lens Trial Set 
o Contact Lens Solutions  
o Measuring Devices 
o Care Kit Units 
o Tables and Chairs 
o Whiteboard/Blackboard 
o Computers and Printers 

 
 
Audio Visual includes: 
  

o Films-rental and on free loan 
o Overhead Projector Overlays 
o Appropriate posters, charts and passouts 
o TV/VCR/DVD Combo 
o LCD Projector 

 
 
  



 

PARALEGAL 
Offered at PA 

40 Weeks of Days & 60 Weeks of Evenings 
Program Includes: Classroom 
Program Credit Hours = 37 Semester Units 

The Paralegal/Legal Assistant is a trained professional who assists the attorney in a law firm, corporate office, 
public agency, bank, or other businesses dealing with legal matters.   Paralegal/Legal Assistants work under the 
supervision of an attorney, either as employees or as independent contractors.   Students are trained in many 
areas of law including practical techniques, legal research, legal writing, document management and the 
computerized production of forms utilized throughout the legal system.   Students are qualified to accept entry 
level job positions in businesses that deal with legal matters. 
 
Courses taught in the Paralegal Program are:                                                                

Seminar for Success:  Orientation and success building course for Career Students.  Review of basic math, 
language, vocabulary, and writing skills. Introduction to core career classes, availability of community resources, 
outlining, summarizing, managing credit and other life skills. 

Business Communications: Overview of written communications as a management tool with additional 
information on principles of effective business writing.  

Legal Research: Use of library resources; methods for research; use of non-legal information sources; brief 
introduction to the research resources of other legal jurisdictions and international law.  

Research & Writing:  Legal discourse through problem analysis, legal research, writing, oral skills, and legal 
citation. Use of library resources and review of research methods and information sources. 

Torts: A comprehensive and up to date selection of the most important documents on contract, tort and 
restitution.  Students will obtain a well-informed and broadly based understanding of tort law as it applies to 
many common everyday situations. 

Property: Law of personal, real and community property, joint tenancy leases, deeds, contracts, escrows, 
deeds of trust; drafting problems in real estate transactions. 

Wills & Trusts: Overview of property, wills and general estate planning; overview of probate and probate court, 
guardianships, conservatorships, elder law, tax-related issues, probate alternatives; probate litigation.   

Family Law: Law and procedure relative to marriage, dissolution, adoption and community property.   

Employment Law (Worker’s Comp): Background and overview of Worker’s Compensation Laws.   

Contracts: Theories that explain and/or justify the rules that guide contract law and litigation, including: contract 
formation, negotiation, financial analysis and contract implementation. 

Civil Procedures (Civil Law): This course covers the basic institutions of civil litigation in an adversary jury trial 
system.  Pleading, discovery, and other pretrial procedures are explored. Appeals and post-finality relief from 
judgments are included. Rudiments of claim and party joinder and res judicata also are covered. 

Evidence: Scope purpose & construction which evidence governs; types of things that may be considered by 
the fact finder, ways in which the info may be communicated and roles of the judge & jury.  Functions of Law of 
Evidence including limitations of time & place. 

Bankruptcy: Covers the reorganization or liquidation of commercial transactions in a bankruptcy setting. Also 
provided is an introduction to the state laws governing creditors' collection rights and federal bankruptcy law.   

Criminal Law: The basic concepts of substantive criminal law are examined in this course. Offenses against 
persons, habitations, property, and public administration are covered together with principles of individual and 
corporate criminal responsibility.  

Word: Basic and intermediate word processing skills using Word.   

Word Perfect: Basic and intermediate word processing skills using Word Perfect.   

 
Curriculum also includes: Student Orientation. 
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PARALEGAL 
 
Equipment for Demonstration and Practical use for students: 
 

o Computers and Printers 
o Calculators 
o Tables and Chairs 
o Blackboard/Whiteboard 
o TV/VCR/DVD Combo 
o LCD Projector 



VOCATIONAL NURSE 
Offered at WC PO PA GL RI 

 
 
60 Week Program Includes: 
Classroom and Clinical Internship 
Program Credit Hours = 68.5 Semester Units 
 
Vocational Nurses are responsible for providing direct patient care under the guidance of a Registered Nurse. 
The students learn the skills necessary to become a vital part of the quality care of patients who are 
experiencing various health problems. Graduates of the Vocational Nurse program are discovering entry-level 
employment opportunities that include positions in hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, doctor's offices, clinics, 
correctional facilities, and home health agencies. 
 
Courses taught in the Vocational Nurse program are: 
 
Seminar for Success  
Orientation and success building course for Career Students.  Review of math including pharmacological 
calculations, language, vocabulary, writing and communication skills.  Introduction to nutrition, growth and 
development, availability of community resources, outlining, summarizing, critical thinking and other life skills.  
 
(Term 1) 
Nursing Fundamentals   
Students will gain a knowledge of basic nursing skills, their principles, rationale, including communication skills, 
the nursing process, patient education, gerontological nursing and rehabilitative nursing.  Legal and ethical 
aspects of nursing care are also covered. Basic nutrition using the food pyramid and food groups will be 
introduced.  Students will also learn basic diets for different medical conditions, (cardiac, diabetic, etc.) that will 
also be covered in more detail as those disease processes are explored in Medical/Surgical nursing. This 
course looks at the patient as a whole being and emphasizes treating the person with respect to cultural and 
ethical differences.  Maslow's theory is utilized as a basis for understanding human needs.  Psychological 
adaptations to illness and various situations are discussed as well as care of the patient with a psychological 
diagnosis in the acute care facility. The growth and development of patients as part of the normal aging 
process is discussed.  Starting from birth to death there are certain stages most people pass through and this 
is relevant to the nursing care plan for each patient.  
 
Anatomy & Physiology 
Students will gain knowledge of basic anatomy and physiology of the human body.  The structure and normal 
function of each of the body systems and the related pathology will be studied with correlation to each system 
as it is covered in the Medical/Surgical nursing courses.   
 
Pharmacology 
The basic preparation of medications for administration is covered.  The classes and groups of medications, 
their actions and uses are discussed throughout the program.  The student is expected to know the indications 
and contraindications of each medication before it is administered and to prepare and give medications safely 
and accurately. 
 
(Term 2) 
Medical/Surgical Nursing 2 
This course covers medical and surgical treatment of the adult.  It will cover the body systems of muscular-
skeletal, integumentary, respiratory, immune, and gastrointestinal.  Diseases and disorders, treatment, diets, 
and medications will be introduced for each system.  Students will develop nursing care plans for assigned 
patients.  In the clinical area, the student will provide direct hands-on care to patients, including the 
administration of medications.  Ethical problems and behaviors are also part of the curriculum in this course. 
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(Term 3) 
Medical/Surgical Nursing 3 
Review of pharmacology, nutrition, and oncology, as well as anatomy and physiology, to include the cardio-
vascular, endocrine, reproductive and renal/genitourinary systems. Diseases and disorders, treatment, diets, 
and medications will be introduced for each system. Comprehensive review of subjects related to 
pharmacology, nutrition, as well as anatomy and physiology discussed during Terms 1 and 2. Students will 
continue development of nursing care plans for assigned patients during the clinical portion of their course, and 
will also continue to provide direct hands-on care to patients, including the administration of medications. 
 
(Term 4) 
Medical/Surgical Nursing 4 
Review of anatomy and physiology, pharmacology, nutrition, geriatrics, and the neurosensory system. This 
course covers professional development and leadership skills which are necessary for becoming a nursing 
team member, assignment making, reporting at change of shift and other duties expected of a nurse.  It 
encompasses responsibility for a team of care providers and one’s own behaviors. As the student prepares to 
graduate, they will need to develop job-seeking skills.  This will include a review of resume writing and 
interviewing with prospective employers.  Preparation for the licensure exam and the necessary paperwork will 
be completed and the needs for review of materials before the licensure exam are emphasized. 
 
Maternal Health (Obstetrics) 
Areas covered will include prenatal, perinatal, neonatal and post partum care. Discussion of providing 
medically appropriate care during the unique experience of pregnancy, birth and the transition through 
postpartum recovery 
 
Child Health (Pediatrics) 
Areas covered include a general introduction to the pediatric patient and progresses to specific needs including 
diseases and disorders related to each body system. The needs of the pediatric patient and how it differs from 
the adult patient, pediatric medication administration, and psychological needs of the child and the family will 
also be discussed. 
 
Mental Health 
Overview of psychiatric-mental health nursing and mental health disorders. Dealing with the needs of victims of 
abuse, loss, grief, and death, substance abuse, personality, mood and anxiety disorders. Also provides a brief 
look at crisis intervention and suicide. 
 
Curriculum also includes: Student Orientation and CPR. 
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VOCATIONAL NURSE 
 

Equipment for Demonstration and Practical use for students: 
 

o VN Lab – Simulating hospital patient 
rooms 

o Ear thermometer and supplies 
o Bandages and tape 
o Blood glucose testing equipment 

and supplies 
o Dressing materials: sterile 4 x 4s, 

2x2s, abdominal dressings 
o Face masks 
o Isolation gown 
o Catheterization kits 
o Sterile tracheostomy suctioning kits 
o Tongue blades 
o Clean gloves 
o Sterile gloves 
o Computers and Printers 

o Linen supplies: sheets, blankets, 
bed spreads, towels, washcloths, 
pillows, wash basins 

o Stethoscopes and blood pressure 
cuffs 

o Thermometers 
o Kidney basins 
o Staple remover kits 
o Syringes (all sizes) and pseudo 

medications for pharmacology 
o Mannequins 
o Medication cart 
o Disposable supplies are available to 

all students as needed 
 

 
 

Audio Visual includes: 
 

o Overhead projector 
o TV/VCR/DVD combo 
o White board 
o Videos 
o Teaching materials 
o Nursing magazines and journals 
o Appropriate posters, charts and passouts 
o LCD Projector 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Associate of Applied Science in Vocational Nursing 
Offered at WC 

60 Week Program Includes: 
Classroom Lecture and Laboratory 
Program Credit Hours = 69 Semester Units 
 
Graduates will be eligible for entry level positions within the Vocational Nursing field, and with the 
additional skills learned within the Associate of Applied Science in Vocational Nursing program they will 
be able to accept positions and/or promotions at a higher level of employment. 
 
Courses taught in the Associate of Applied Science in Vocational Nursing program: 
 
TECHNICAL/OCCUPATIONALLY RELATED COURSES:                                         
North-West College Vocational Nurse Diploma Program Course Transfer  
Some of the North-West College Vocational Nurse Diploma program courses are transferable to the AAS 
degree program, and will apply under the Technical/Occupationally Related Courses. These courses will 
be evaluated for each student on an individual basis. Please see page 6 of this catalog for further 
information regarding transferable courses.   
 
OCC150: Administrative Technology Skills 
In administrative positions, supervisory or otherwise, requirements may be to prepare and present 
reports, maintain logs, and track employee or patient data. Students require the basic skills and 
knowledge of the software and technology to prepare these required documents in today’s technological 
atmosphere. In this course, students will cover Access, PowerPoint, and Excel utilizing a hands-on 
approach to complete projects that are customized to the particular field. 
 
OCC151 Administrative Office Skills 
A comprehensive introduction to administrative office management focusing on what office managers 
actually do on the job and the skills necessary to perform the administrative managers job; such as, 
dealing with organizational issues, evaluation of employees, communication, office environment, 
supervision, motivation, equipment and furniture, salaries, productivity, telecommunications, applications 
software, records management, quality and quantity control, and budgetary and cost control. 
 
OCC152 Professionalism in Health Care Careers 
A course designed to provide the student working in any health care field with the information to present 
a professional image and be successful in their chosen career. This course will enhance the student’s 
ability to obtain an administrative/supervisory position by providing them with the “soft skill” tools that are 
needed to perform in a professional, ethical, legal, and competent manner. 
 
OCC153 Office Case Study and OCC154 Office Case Study 
The student must analyze and research an issue or concern that was evident in their internship office or 
place of employment, and present a thorough plan detailing a resolution of this complexity. The student 
will be required to draw upon knowledge acquired throughout their entire program of study, as well as 
their internship. 
 
SCI163 Body Function/Terminology 
Presents the fundamental principles and facts of human physiology for the health care professional. An 
advanced offering of medical terminology completes this comprehensive course, providing both clinical 
and administrative office examples and cases in a realistic context for introduction of terms and 
definitions. 
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APPLIED GENERAL EDUCATION COURSES 
COMM160 Interpersonal Relations 
Provides skills and tools for health career students to communicate with patients, peers, superiors and/or 
subordinates. Offers exploration of grief and loss, developmental milestones, addiction, professional 
ethics and law, as well as examining health care personnel as counselors and educators. Discusses 
tools for observing others, listening, sending and receiving accurate messages, influence of culture’s role 
in health and healing, and theories of human understanding. 
 
MATH161 Business Math 
Provides an overview of business mathematics focusing on banking, accounts payable, accounts 
receivable, payroll, taxes, and records for management of office finances. 
 
SOC165 Sociology and Health Care 
Overview of sociology and its relation to health care touching on science, values, emotions, and tradition; 
the social distribution of health; society, health and health care; inequality and access to health care. 
 
TECH167 Advanced Computer Skills 
Building upon the foundational skills covered in OCC150, the student will be provided with further 
practical knowledge of the uses of Access in the health care profession. 
 
HUM169 Medical Ethics 
A course designed to provide the health care professional with analytical and responsible decision-
making skills utilizing ethical issues which are prevalent in a health care setting. 
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Associate of Applied Science in Vocational Nursing Program 
 
 
Equipment for Demonstration and Practical use for students: 
 
 

o Blackboard/Whiteboard 
o Tables and Chairs 
o Computers and Printers 
o Films-rental and on free loan 
o Slides 
o Overlays  
o Appropriate posters, charts and passouts 
o TV/VCR/DVD Combo 
o Front desk set-up for teaching front office procedures 
o LCD Projector 
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MASSAGE THERAPY 
Offered at WC PO PA GL RI 

33 Week Program Includes: 
Classroom and Clinical Internship 
Program Credit Hours = 33.5 Semester Units 
 
Massage Therapists learn the skills to relieve patients of pain. The Massage Therapist program provides 
the basic knowledge, tools, ethics, and behaviors that will enable the student to successfully practice as 
a massage therapist in a variety of healthcare settings. Employment opportunities for Massage Therapy 
graduates include entry-level positions in massage offices and private practice, physicians' offices, 
hospitals and medical centers, chiropractic offices, nursing facilities, outpatient clinics, health clubs and 
fitness centers, spas and resorts, hotels, cruise ships, beauty and hair salons, pain management centers, 
and sports team facilities. 
 
Courses taught in the Massage Therapy Program are: 
 
Seminar for Success   
Orientation and success building course for Career Students.  Review of basic math, language, 
vocabulary, and writing skills.  Introduction to core career classes, availability of community resources, 
outlining, summarizing, managing credit and other life skills. 
 
Swedish Massage  
Business Skills: Choosing a Business Status and Massage Setting, Basic Anatomy/Physiology: 
Integumentary, Skeletal, Muscular, Classification of Massage Movements, Swedish – Feet, Legs, 
Supine, Swedish – Legs, Prone, Swedish – Supine/Full-Body. 
 
Shiatsu  
Business Skills – Marketing Shiatsu/Theories and Practices of Eastern, Modalities/Polarity, Basic 
Anatomy/Physiology: Circulatory, Nervous, Endocrine, Shiatsu – Head, Neck, Face, and Chair, Shiatsu – 
Supine and Side lying, Shiatsu – Prone. 
 
Sports Massage & Reflexology  
Business Skills – Communications and Marketing, Basic Anatomy/Physiology: Pathology, Disease and 
Injury-Related Conditions, Overuse, Chronic and Acute Sports Injury/ Rehabilitation, Active Stretching 
and Muscle Energy Technique, Passive Positioning Techniques/Combined Reflexology, Pre- and post-
event massage/Foot and Hand Reflexology. 
 
Spa Services/Wellness Strategies  
Business Skills/Working in a Spa Environment, Basic Anatomy/Physiology: Respiratory, Digestive, and 
Excretory systems, Spa Treatments and Services/Hydrotherapy and Aromatherapy, Spot Treatments, 
Cellulite Treatments, Face and Scalp Massage, Client/Therapist Wellness: Stretching, Exercise, 
Breathing, and Other Techniques.  
 
Understanding Pain/Alternative Massage Methods 
Business Skills – Ethics and Professionalism, Basic Anatomy/Physiology: Reproductive, Soft-tissue, 
Non-Western, Understanding Pain/Massage Strategies, Customization, Intentionality, Alternative 
Massage Methods: Craniosacral Therapy, Reiki, Therapeutic Touch, Alternative Massage Methods: 
Chair, Intuitive, Trigger Point, Somatic. 
 
Deep Tissue Massage/Alternative Massage Methods 
Business Skills – Financial Skills, Basic Anatomy/Physiology: Kinesiology, Lymph-Vascular, and Immune 
systems, Deep Tissue – Back, Legs, Arms, Chest, Neck, Joint Mobilization and Range of 
Motion/Lymphatic Massage, Alternative Massage Methods: Massage for Nursing and Healthcare, 
Alternative Massage Methods: Prenatal, Postnatal, Infant Massage. 
 
Curriculum also includes: 
Internship Workshop (seminar for job preparedness), Student Orientation, and CPR. 
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MASSAGE THERAPY  
 
 
Equipment for Demonstration and Practical use for students: 
 

o Massage tables 
o Changing rooms  
o Linens, towels  
o Massage oil  
o Classroom and Lab 
o Computers and Printers 
o Blackboard/Whiteboard 

 
 
Audiovisual includes:  
 

o Films—rental and on free loan 
o Overhead Projector and Overlays 
o Appropriate massage posters, charts, and passouts 
o TV/VCR/DVD Combo 
o LCD Projector 
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SURGICAL TECHNOLOGY 
Offered at WC RI 

 
72 Week Program Includes: 
Classroom and Clinical Internship 
Program Credit Hours = 61.5 Semester Units 
 
Goals: 
The Surgical Technology program is designed to instruct in all phases of Surgical Technology, 
and to prepare competent, entry-level surgical technologists in the cognitive (knowledge), 
psychomotor (skills), and affective (behavior) learning domains.   Upon completion, the 
graduate can effectively work with and under the supervision of surgeons or registered nurses 
and become an integral part of the team providing care to patients during the crucial periods of 
surgery.  Much of the training is focused on the clinical aspect of the program where the 
students gain skills in helping to set up the operating room; prepare patients for surgery; scrub, 
gown and glove self and other team members; pass instruments and other sterile supplies to 
surgeons; help care for and dispose of specimens; and assist nurses in cleaning and stocking 
the operating room for the next operation.   The curriculum reflects the latest developments in 
biomedical science. A graduate of the Surgical Technology program may be employed as a 
member of an operating room team, which includes surgeons, anesthesiologists, and circulating 
nurses.  In addition to hospital operating rooms, our graduates will be qualified to work in 
surgical centers, delivery rooms, and medical clinics.  

Courses taught in the Surgical Technology Program are: 

Seminar for Success  
Orientation and success building course for Career Students.  Review of math including pharmacological 
calculations, language, vocabulary, writing and communication skills.  Introduction to nutrition, growth and 
development, availability of community resources, outlining, summarizing, critical thinking and other life 
skills.  
 

ST-101 Introduction to the Human Body 
This module provides a general overview of the basic organizational structure of the body, including cells, 
tissues, glands, membranes, and integumentary system.  Students will also spend time learning how to 
build medical terminology based on prefixes, suffixes, and root word parts. Concepts of chemistry and 
biochemistry that are relevant to the study of the human body are presented as well as the types of 
tissues that act together to perform specific functions. The characteristics of the integumentary system will 
be reviewed as well as the disorders and abnormalities associated with the skin.  Related medical 
terminology will be taught. 
 
ST-102 Muscular/Skeletal System  
This module discusses the types of joints, classification, function and location of muscular tissues and 
related medical terminology.  Students will be introduced to how bones form the framework of the body to 
help protect and support internal organs and how it functions along with the muscular system to produce 
movement at the joints. This module also discusses the three kinds of muscle tissues and their primary 
functions. 
 
ST-103 Circulatory & Respiratory Systems  
In this module, students will be given an introduction to the circulatory and respiratory systems functions.  
Students will continue to study the associated medical terminology.  Students will review the composition 
and functions of the blood and understand the fundamental importance of maintaining homeostasis.  The 
physiology and pathophysiological concepts associated with the heart are introduced.  The structure and 
functions of arteries, veins and capillaries will be reviewed along with the importance of how the lymphatic 
system supports the activities of the circulatory system. 
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ST-104 Neuro-Sensory & Endocrine Systems  
This module is focused on the study of the relevant anatomy and physiology of the neurological and 
endocrine systems.  Students will continue to study the associated medical terminology. The module 
provides instruction on the structure and function of the nervous system, including the divisions of the 
brain, general sensory receptors and the special sense organs, and how the nervous and endocrine 
systems work together to coordinate and control the body. 
 
ST-105 Gastrointestinal, Genitourinary, and Reproductive Systems  
In this module, students will study the relevant anatomy and physiology associated with these systems.  
Students will continue to study terminology associated with the digestive, urinary, and reproductive 
systems.  Students will understand the mechanical and chemical activities that take place in the digestive 
tract, the importance of the genitourinary system in eliminating metabolic waste from the body and how it 
regulates the volume, composition, and ph of the body fluids, and the body’s ability to reproduce. 
 
ST-106 Microbiology and Immunology  
In this module, students will study the causes and diagnosis of diseases, classifications of micro-
organisms, characteristics of protozoa, fungi, bacteria, and viruses.  This module introduces microbiology, 
beginning with the brief history of significant events and scientists who have contributed to the progress of 
microbiology techniques and the impact on human health and safety.  This module also discusses how 
microbiology is studied, including how microbes are named and how the microscope is used in studying 
microbiology.  An overview of the immune system and body defenses will prepare the student to 
understand the concepts of immunization, autoimmunity, and hypersensitivity reactions. 
 
ST-107 Factors Influencing Healing and Infection  
In this module, students will be introduced to microbial control, aseptic methods and universal precautions 
and how these effect healing.   This module also presents basic knowledge of wound healing, including 
types of wounds, wound classifications, and the types of wound healing.  The process of a body healing 
from a wound and the elements that aid in a successful outcome will be presented. 
 
ST-201 The Surgical Environment  
Healthcare facilities, ancillary departments and the physical environment of the operating room (OR) will 
be covered during this module. An overview of Maslow’s Hierarchy of basic patient needs will be 
presented.  Students will be introduced to the standard and specialized equipment found in a typical OR 
environment, and will review their necessity to maintaining a safe and efficient operation when providing 
care for the surgical patient. Guidelines and standards will be examined to provide measures to promote 
a safe environment and students will continue discussion on the relationship between the principles of 
asepsis and the practice of sterile techniques. The basic principles of electricity, laser, and endoscopic 
use and safety precautions will be discussed.  Students will apply basic principles of physics as they 
relate to the complex computer systems and robotics found in the operating room. 
 
ST-202 Asepsis, Sterilization, and Disinfection  
This module discusses the relationship between asepsis and the practice of sterile technique.  Students 
will learn different principles and procedures utilized in the proper cleaning, disinfection and sterilization of 
instruments, supplies, and equipment needed in the OR, which are conducive to the ability to follow the 
principles of asepsis and the practice of sterile technique.  Aseptic technique is reinforced throughout this 
module. 
 
ST-203 Basic Instrumentation, Drains, and Sutures  
This module will introduce basic instruments by type, function, and name.  The proper care, handling, and 
assembly of instruments are stressed throughout this module.  This module discusses the different types 
of catheters, drains, and tubes used during surgery and help the student differentiate between active and 
passive drainage.  The use of catheters, drains and tubes in assisting with diagnosing, restoring function, 
promoting healing, and preventing complications are discussed. Suturing techniques, as they relate to 
wound care and closure, are presented to the student. Also introduced are the names, classifications and 
available gauges of suture materials. The relationship between aseptic technique, instrumentation, 
supplies, and quality of patient care is stressed throughout this module. 
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ST-204 Scrubbing, Gowning, and Gloving  
The proper technique of performing the surgical scrub and donning sterile attire in preparation for entry 
into the sterile field is demonstrated, practiced, and mastered in this module.  The students will learn the 
use of personal protective equipment (PPE), self-drying, -gowning, and -gloving, and assisting other 
sterile team members who are ready to enter the sterile field.  Aseptic technique is reinforced throughout 
this module. 
 
ST-205 Preoperative Patient Care  
Procedures for preoperative patient routines, including surgical consent, preoperative education, patient 
possessions, and transfer and positioning, are discussed in this module.  Emphasis is placed on the 
preoperative physiological and psychological care and safety of the patient.  Students will discuss how 
patient care and safety directly correlates to the patient’s hospital stay and overall health.  Students will 
practice urinary catheterization, surgical positioning, skin preparation, and draping the surgical patient.  
Aseptic technique is reinforced throughout this module. 
 
ST-206 Sponges, Dressings, Packings, and Operating Room Sanitation  
This module covers some of the supplies that are used in surgery, how they are used, and how they 
relate to the instruments and equipment used for specific cases.  Students will review their responsibility 
to anticipate the supplies needed for their various cases and how to review the surgeons’ preference 
cards for special supplies needed.  Students will also learn the overall maintenance and sanitation 
protocol required in the OR environment during turn-over between cases and as part of the daily, weekly, 
and monthly routines.  Aseptic technique is reinforced throughout this module. 
 
ST-207 Creation and Maintenance of the Sterile Field  
In this module, students will discuss how the safety of the patient depends on strict adherences to the 
practice of sterile techniques by the surgical technologists.  Students will review the principles of asepsis 
and their application for sterile technique.  During laboratory skills, students will practice draping OR 
furniture, opening and adding sterile supplies and instruments, and dressing and organizing the Mayo 
stand and the back table. Students will also be required to demonstrate knowledge of duties in the pre- , 
intra- , and post-operative routines of patient care. 
 
ST-208 Patients with Special Needs/Laboratory Practicals  
In this module, students will review the unique physiological, psychosocial, and psychological challenges 
presented by surgical patients and will use critical thinking in prioritizing their needs.  The categories of 
special populations reviewed in the module include pediatric, obese, diabetic, pregnant, 
immunocompromised, disabled, and geriatric.  Students will review specific treatment modalities and how 
to assess and evaluate the plan of care for a special needs patient. During this module, students will 
discuss the stages of death and dying and its effects on the surgical team.  Effective/ineffective coping 
and defense mechanisms will be discussed as well.  The issues of basic safety, ethical and moral 
dilemmas and legal responsibilities will be presented, and each student will be allowed an opportunity to 
discuss his or her thoughts and feelings on the subject. The history of surgery and medicine are reviewed 
as well as modern advances in surgical technology. In this module, students will be evaluated on their 
laboratory skills acquired in ST-204, ST-205, and ST-207 and the ability to demonstrate these skills. 
 
ST-209 Computers and Employability Skills  
In this module, students will learn the basic concepts of computer science and its application in the 
operating room.  Students will develop a plan of action to secure employment in the healthcare field. 
 
ST-210 CPR  
In this module, students will learn basic life support (BLS) and cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) 
according to guidelines set forth by the American Heart Association (AHA).  Upon successful completion, 
a BLS CPR card will be issued. 
 
ST-301 Pharmacology and Anesthesia  
In this module, students will be introduced to basic knowledge of pharmacology, including medication 
types, sources, and classifications.  Medications commonly used in surgery and proper handling 
techniques, including the specific roles of each surgical team member are discussed.  The different types 
of anesthesia and the equipment and supplies needed for surgical procedures are presented.   
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ST-302 General Surgical Procedures and Surgeries of the Head and Neck  
In this module, the student will be introduced to the organ systems in the body on which general surgery 
is performed.  This module discusses the various procedures performed in general surgery on the 
different organ systems and an understanding regarding the pathology of each system or organ that 
prompts surgical intervention will also be presented.  Students will concentrate on surgical procedures in 
specialties of the head and neck in this module and will study the anatomy, physiology, instruments and 
equipment, and pathology of the oral, facial, and cranial areas of the head and neck.   
 
ST-303 OB/GYN and Urogenital Procedures  
This module discusses the anatomy and physiology of the female reproductive system and the 
associated endocrinology in preparation for the study of obstetric and gynecological surgical procedures 
and the male urinary and reproductive systems. It provides an overview of the special instrumentation, 
equipment, and supplies used in obstetric, gynecologic and Urogenital surgery as well as the common 
drugs used.  The module also provides an overview of how the operating room should be set up as well 
as the operative procedures and practical, technical, and postoperative considerations.   
 
ST-304 Orthopedic Procedures  
In this module, students will be given an introduction to orthopedic surgery and the musculoskeletal 
anatomy, physiology, and pathology as related to specific anomalies and injuries requiring surgical 
intervention. Preoperative, intraoperative, and postoperative patient care considerations are addressed. 
The OR environment with special consideration being given to the instruments, equipment, and supplies 
necessary to perform a variety of orthopedic procedures are discussed.  Adjunct hospital specialties such 
as radiology, diagnostic imaging, and laboratory analysis that are utilized during orthopedic surgical 
procedures are presented.  
 
ST-305 Cardiovascular, Thoracic and Peripheral Procedures  
This module discusses the anatomy and physiology of the thorax, lungs, heart, and related structure, 
including the trachea and bronchial tree, the major vessels of the heart and blood vessels.  An overview 
of common pathologies associated with the peripheral vascular, cardiovascular and thoracic systems will 
be discussed along with the diagnostic procedures used in understanding these pathologies.  A review of 
the instrumentation, supplies, drugs, and the equipment commonly used in surgical procedures used to 
intervene in cardiothoracic and vascular pathologies is included.   
 
ST-306 Pediatric and Plastic Surgery  
In this module, students will study and become familiar with the specific conditions and needs of the 
pediatric patients.  Anatomical and physiological differences between pediatric and adult patients will be 
discussed.  The unique psychological needs of pediatric patients will be reviewed.  This module also 
discusses several common plastic and reconstructive surgical procedures and the surgical technologist’s 
role in the operating room.  The specific anatomy and the basic knowledge of the specialized instruments, 
equipment, and supplies required for each procedure will be reviewed.  Reviews of the anatomy and 
physiology of the skin and underlying structures, the mouth, the nose, the hand, and the breast will be 
presented.   
 
ST-307 ENT, Ophthalmology and Neurological Procedures  
In this module, students will study the anatomy, physiology, pathology, and surgical treatments of the ear, 
nose, throat, and eyes.  The interrelationships of these areas will be discussed.  Specific surgical 
interventions, including specific equipment and instruments, the required supplies, the operative 
preparation and procedures regarding common pathologies affecting the eye, ear, nose, and throat areas 
will be presented.  This module also presents the foundation for understanding neurosurgery and 
prepares the student to assist in neurosurgical procedures.  The anatomy involved in neurosurgery, 
including bones that support the nervous system, distinct features of the central nervous system and the 
peripheral nervous system, the blood supply, and the protective structures of the brain and spinal column 
are studied. This module reviews the pathological conditions that require neurosurgical intervention.  The 
equipment, instruments, and preoperative preparation of the patient is covered.   
 
ST-308 Introduction to Mock Surgery  
In this module, students will be introduced to the mock operating room to begin preparing for the reality of 
the hospital OR environment.  During laboratory time, the student will concentrate on perfecting surgical 
techniques by performing in a variety of mock surgical procedures.   
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ST-401 Mock Surgery  
This module provides a laboratory environment in which students concentrate on developing laboratory 
skills and practical performances by participating in a variety of mock surgical procedures.  Emphasis will 
be placed on learning and understanding the different roles in the operating room and how to build 
teamwork by providing mock situations in which students will have the opportunity to assume sterile and 
non-sterile member roles. 
 
ST-402 Clinical I  
Students will begin receiving training in sterile processing, ancillary services, and operating room 
environments.  The student may be expected to perform duties in both sterile processing and the 
operating room.  Students may be allowed to participate in a variety of surgical procedures in different 
specialties at the discretion of the clinical instructor.  
 
ST-501 Clinical II  
During this module, students will continue to participate in a variety of surgical procedures in different 
specialties in order to refine the knowledge and skills learned in their previous module work. Students will 
be required to complete a case summary report of their most challenging procedure at the end of both 
their 5th and 10th weeks. 
 
ST-502 Clinical III  
During this module, students will be expected to participate in a variety of surgical procedures in different 
specialties, with emphasis on developing entry-level experience and competency in five surgical areas: 
General, Orthopedic, OB/GYN, Genito-Urinary (GU), and Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT). Students will be 
required to complete a case summary report of their most challenging procedure at the end of both their 
5th and 10th weeks. At the conclusion of ST-501 and ST-502, students will be required to have 
completed the minimum requirements for clinical experience as outlined via intranet at 
http://www.northwestcollege.com, demonstrate proficiency in the operating room, and complete all 
academic requirements.  
 
Clinical Case Requirements – Surgical Technology 
 
Clinical Areas:  Minimum, Standard, Best 
 
Minimum:   80 cases first scrubbed (assisted or solo) 
   At least 25 of these should be solo 
 
  Of the assisted cases out of these 80: 
  10 should be Level 1 Core cases 
  5 should be Level 1 Specialty cases 
  The rest of the assisted cases should be distributed across core 
  and specialty areas 
 
  Of the 25 solo cases: 
  10 should be Level 1 Core cases 
 
Note:  procedures that are observed or scrubbed in a role where less than 70% of the 10 points of 
performance are documented DO NOT count toward meeting the clinical case 
requirements.  The also includes assistant circulating duties. 
 

http://www.northwestcollege.com/


SURGICAL TECHNOLOGY 

Equipment for Demonstration and Practical use for students: 
 

o Mock operating rooms 
o Surgical equipment 
o Surgical instruments 
o Operation room equipment 
o Skeletal and anatomical models 
o Simulated central supply 
o Lecture rooms 
o Computers and printers 
o Blackboard/Whiteboard 

 
Audiovisual includes: 
 

o Films—rental and on free loan 
o Overhead Projector and Overlays 
o Appropriate massage posters, charts, and passouts 
o TV/VCR/DVD Combo 
o LCD Projector 
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PROGRAM TUITION SCHEDULES 

 

Surgical Technologist *$26,000 
  
  
  
Medical Assistant *$12,000 
  
  
  
Medical Receptionist *$7,878 
  
  
  
Medical Administrative Assistant *$11,000 
  
  
  
Medical Insurance Biller *$12,500 
  
  
  
Dental Assistant *$13,000 
  
  
  

*Tuition includes Uniforms, Textbooks, Supplies, Tutoring and Review Courses  
where License or Certification is required. 
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PROGRAM TUITION SCHEDULES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pharmacy Technician 

 
 
 

*$12,500 
  
  
  
Eyecare Specialist *$7,200 
  
  
  
Vocational Nurse *$29,000 
  
 
 
  
Associate of Applied Science in 
Vocational Nursing 
 
 

                               *$10,850 

  
Paralegal *$11,250 
   
  
  
Massage Therapy *$13,000 
  
  
  

*Tuition includes Uniforms, Textbooks, Supplies, Tutoring and Review Courses  
where License or Certification is required. 
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PROGRAM TUITION SCHEDULES 
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Financial arrangements must be completed by the first day of class, which may include student 
payments made directly to the College. Payments may sometimes be arranged with approval of 
the Campus Director. If the students’ payments are late, then a 5 % late charge on the unpaid 
past due balance will be added monthly, three days after the due date. 
 
Students attending most healthcare programs will receive uniforms as follows: 
 Women * 2 – Regulation Uniforms and one (1) Warm-up Jacket 
  Men  * 2 – Laboratory Jackets & One (1) Scrub Top 
 
   * Other required apparel, i.e. shoes, supplied by the student. 
 
The books may vary according to need and decision of the College. Supplies will be distributed 
on an “as needed” basis. Supplies do not include what would be considered normal “school 
supplies,” i.e., note paper, pens, pencils, ring binders, etc. 
 
State of California Student Tuition Recovery Fund (STRF) 
You must pay the state-imposed assessment for the Student Tuition Recovery Fund (STRF) if 
all of the following applies to you: 
 

1. You are a student, who is a California resident and prepays all or part of your tuition 
either by cash, guaranteed student loans, or personal loans, and 

2. Your total charges are not paid by any third-party payer such as an employer, 
government program or other payer unless you have a separate agreement to repay the 
third party. 

 
You are not eligible for protection from the STRF and you are not required to pay the STRF 
assessment, if either of the following applies: 
 

1. You are not a California resident. 
2. Your total charges are paid by a third party, such as an employer, government program 

or other payer, and you have no separate agreement to repay the third party.  
 
The State of California created the Student Tuition Recovery Fund (STRF) to relieve or mitigate 
economic losses suffered by California residents who were students attending certain schools 
regulated by the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education. 
 
You may be eligible for STRF if you are a California resident, prepaid tuition, paid the STRF 
assessment, and suffered an economic loss as a result of any of the following: 
 

1. The school closed before the course of instruction was completed. 
2. The school’s failure to pay refunds or charges on behalf of a student to a third party for 

license fees or any other purpose, or to provide equipment or materials for which a 
charge was collected within 180 days before the closure of the school. 

3. The school’s failure to pay or reimburse loan proceeds under a federally guaranteed 
student loan program as required by law or to pay or reimburse proceeds received by 
the school prior to closure in excess of tuition and other cost.  

4. There was a decline in the quality of the course of instruction within 30 days before the 
school closed or, if the decline began earlier than 30 days prior to closure, the period of 
decline determined by the Bureau. 

5. An inability to collect on a judgment against the institution for a violation of the Act.  
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REFUND POLICY 
 
College’s Refund Policy 

1. If you, the Student, are not accepted by the College, all monies will be refunded. 
2. You, the Student, have the right to cancel your program of study before you start your first day of class. 

All monies will be refunded. 
 
CANCELING YOUR COURSE DURING THE FIRST SEVEN DAYS AFTER THE FIRST CLASS SESSION. 

1. If you, the Student, start classes, but wish to cancel, you may cancel by midnight of the seventh 
business day after you have attended your first class.   

2. Cancellation shall occur when you, the Student, gives written notice of cancellation at the address of 
the College checked on page one of the Agreement.  You can do this by mail, hand delivery, or 
telegram. 

3. The written notice of cancellation, if sent by mail properly addressed, with postage paid, is effective 
when postmarked.  The notice of cancellation indicates you, the Student, do not wish to be bound by 
the Agreement.  You may use the notice of cancellation form given to you on the first day of class or 
any other written notice you wish.   

4. If you, the Student, cancel this Agreement by midnight of the seventh business day after you have 
attended your first class, you will have no liability to the College, except for any supplies the College 
has provided to you that are not returned.  A refund of monies paid, less the itemized cost of supplies 
and educational services provided, will be refunded to you within 45 days of the cancellation date.  
Once you pay for the supplies, they are yours to keep without obligation. 

 
WITHDRAWING FROM YOUR COURSE AFTER THE FIRST SEVEN DAYS FOLLOWING THE FIRST 

CLASS 
1. You, the Student, have the right to withdraw from a program of instruction at any time. 
2. If you withdraw the day of the seventh scheduled class session, the College will remit a refund as 

described below in #4 within 45 days following your withdrawal. 
3. If any portion of the tuition was paid from the proceeds of a loan, the refund will be sent to the lender or, if 

appropriate, to the state or federal agency that guaranteed or insured the loan. Any amount of the refund in 
excess of the unpaid balance of the loan will be first used to repay any student financial aid program from 
which you received benefits, in proportion to the amount of benefits received, and any remaining amount 
will be paid to you. 

4. The refund to be paid to you shall be calculated as follows if you withdraw from the program of instruction. 
a. Deduct a registration fee not to exceed one hundred fifty dollars ($150) and the cost of unreturned 

equipment and supplies from the total tuition charge (item 6 on page one of your agreement). 
b. Divide this figure by the number of hours in the program. 
c. The quotient is the hourly charge for the program. 
d. The amount owed by the student for purposes of calculating a refund is derived by multiplying the 

total hours attended by the hourly charge for instruction. 
e. The refund would be any amount in excess of the figure (D) that was paid by the student. 

 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DETERMINING THE AMOUNT THAT YOU, THE STUDENT, OWE  
FOR THE TIME ATTENDED, AND TO DETERMINE THE DATE OF WITHDRAWAL: 
 a. The Student notifies the College of withdrawal or the actual date of withdrawal, in writing or 
  orally. 
 b. The College terminates you. 
 c. Failure to attend classes for a two-week period or not returning from a leave of absence (LOA), or the 

student asks to be dropped.  The date of withdrawal will be the date the College determines that the 
student will not be returning for any of the above reasons.  A student who is on an approved leave of 
absence retains in-school status for purposes of Title IV loans.  However, the student should be aware 
that if he or she does not return from an approved leave of absence, that some or all of the grace 
period of the loan could have been used up, as the withdrawal date will act retroactively. 



 49

A refund is also determined by: 
 
Return of Title IV Funds Policy 
Federal regulations state that the amount of a Title IV refund is based on the percentage of Title IV funds 
earned by the student at the time of withdrawal.  In order to determine whether Title IV funds must be returned, 
the school must calculate the following: 
 
 1. To determine the percentage of the payment period completed, the number of days “attended in the 

payment period is divided by the total days” in the payment period.  “Days” are calendar days for 
purposes of this formula, and therefore includes weekends and holidays.  Only scheduled breaks of 5 
days or more and approved leave of absences are excluded. 

 
 2. The net amount of Title IV funds disbursed, and that could have been disbursed for the payment period, 

is multiplied by the percentage of the payment period completed.  The result is the amount of earned Title 
IV aid. 

 
 3. The earned aid is subtracted from the aid that was actually disbursed to, or on behalf of, the student.   
 

4. The institution will return the lesser of the total unearned aid, or the unearned institutional charges  
 for the payment period. 
 
5. Unearned aid is allocated back to the Title IV programs in the following order as specified by law: 

1. Unsubsidized Direct Student Loan Program 
2. Subsidized Direct Student Loan Program 
3. Federal Direct PLUS Loan Program 

 
If excess funds remain after repaying all outstanding loan amounts, the remaining excess shall be credited in 
the following order: 
 

1. Federal Pell Grant Program 
2. Federal SEOG Program 
3. Other assistance awarded under this title for which return of funds is required. 
 

After the institution has allocated the unearned aid, any amount owed by the student to a grant program is 
reduced by 50%.  Unearned loan funds received by the student are paid back as per the terms of the 
borrower’s promissory note. 
 
Any dispute arising from enrollment at North-West College, no matter how described, pleaded or styled, shall 
be resolved by binding arbitration under the Federal Arbitration Act conducted by the American Arbitration 
Association (“AAA”) at West Covina, California, under its Commercial Rules. The award rendered by the 
arbitrator may be entered in any court having jurisdiction.  
 
If a student obtains a loan to pay for an educational program, the student will have the responsibility to repay 
the full amount of the loan plus interest, less the amount of any refund, and that , if the student has received 
federal student financial aid funds, the student is entitled to a refund of the moneys not paid from federal 
student financial aid program funds.  
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FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION 
 

North-West College participates in some federal and state financial aid programs and attempts to indicate 
the nature and amount of financial aid available to each student at the time of enrollment.  The student 
should be aware that outside agencies control many financial aid funding decisions.  The College’s 
financial aid staff will do their best to give every student the best possible help in obtaining financial aid.  
However, the student should be aware that the cost of tuition, not covered by aid, is the student’s 
responsibility and that the amount due to the College, according to the refund policy, is due to the school 
even if the student withdraws or financial aid is not available because the student is not eligible.  The 
following programs may be available: 
 
Federal Pell Grant Program 
A Federal Pell Grant is the foundation of Federal Student Aid, to which aid form other federal and non-
federal sources might be added. A Pell Grant is awarded based solely on financial need to undergraduate 
students. A Pell Grant does not have to be paid back. 
 
Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) 
An additional grant source, FSEOG is awarded to undergraduate students with exceptional financial 
need. Federal Pell Grant recipients receive priority for FSEOG awards. Funds are limited in this program. 

 
Federal Work Study (FWS) 
Federal Work Study provides job opportunities for eligible students to earn a portion of their educational 
expenses while attending school. The program encourages community service work and work related to 
each student’s course of study. Federal Work Study jobs can be on or off campus. 

 
Federal Perkins Loan 
A federal loan program administrated by the College, with Federal guidelines and awarded to students 
with exceptional financial need. 
 
Federal Direct Plus Loan – Parent’s Loan 
Federal Direct Plus Loan is for the parent borrowers of the dependent students to meet the dependent 
student’s educational expenses. A credit check is required for the borrower. Federal Direct Plus Loan’s go 
into immediate repayment as soon as the loan is disbursed. 

 
Federal Subsidized Direct Loan 
A federal student loan program available to students who demonstrate financial need. The U.S. 
Department of Education pays the interest while the student is in school at least half time and for the first 
six months after the student leaves the College. Students may begin loan repayment immediately or six 
months after leaving the College. 
 
Federal Unsubsidized Direct Loan 
For the Federal Unsubsidized Direct Loan, the student is responsible for the interest from the time the 
loan is disbursed until it’s paid in full. You can pay the interest as you go along, or you can allow the 
interest to accrue. 

 
**A more detailed brochure describing these aid programs may be obtained from the College. 

 
Payments for Tuition to the College 
Some payments for tuition are made directly to the College; they may be charged a small interest fee. 
More information regarding payments for tuition may be obtained from the College. 

 
Sallie Mae Loans 
A private loan that is available to students. Interest rates on this loan will depend on the credit of the 
applicant. A co-signor is recommended when submitting a Sallie Mae loan application. Approval of a 
Sallie Mae loan is not guaranteed. 
 
Cal Grants 
An additional grant source provided by the State of California. It is a grant and does not need to be 
repaid. Additional requirements and deadlines apply. 
 
  



PROGRAM COURSE MODULAR  SYSTEM†   
PROGRAM UNITS & HOMEWORK HOURS REQUIRED 

Program Title 

•Semester Units 
for 

Accreditation 
and Possible 
Articulation 

••Semester 
Units to meet 
U.S. Dept. of 

Education 
Guidelines for 
Financial Aid 

 
●●●Total 

Comparative 
Hours 

Program Clock 
Hours 

 
 

Internship 
Hours 

 
 

Total Weeks 

 
 

Outside 
Preparation 

Medical 
Assistant 

 
31.5 

 
24.5 

 
736 

 
160* 

 
34 

 
224 

Medical  
Receptionist 

 
25.5 

 
19.6 

 
589 

 
125* 

 
26 

 
180 

Medical  
Administrative 

Assistant 

 
33 

 
25 

 
760 

 
160* 

 
34 

 
250 

Medical Insurance 
Biller 

 
31.5 

 
24.5 

 
736 

 
160* 

 
34 

 
224 

Pharmacy 
Technician 

 
31 

 
25.6 

 
768 

 
240** 

 
38 

 
248 

Dental 
Assistant 

 
31.5 

 
24.5 

 
736 

 
160* 

 
34 

 
296 

Massage Therapy  
33.5 

 
24 

 
720 

 
64* 

 
33 

 
260 

Vocational Nurse  
68.5 

 
56.7 

 
1701 

 
960*** 

 
60 

 
720 

(In West Covina 
only) 

AAS in Vocational 
Nursing 69 48 1440 0 52 575 

(In West Covina 
only) 

Eyecare 
Specialist 

 
25.5 

 

 
19.6 

 
589 

 
125* 

 
26 

 
180 

(In West Covina & 
Riverside only) 

Surgical Technology 
61.5 50.1 1504 540**** 72 816 

(In Pasadena 
only) 

Paralegal/Legal 
Assistant 

 
37 

 
25.5 

 
767 

 
0 

40 Days 
60 Nights 

 
320 

 
• Semester Units are based on the following formula:        ●●●   Clock Hours are based on the    
  15 Hours Lecture = 1 semester unit                  following formula:  
  30 Hours Laboratory = 1 semester unit     1 Clock Hour = 60 minutes  
  45 Hours Internship = 1 semester unit 

•• Semester Units are based on the following formula for Federal Financial Aid: 
  30 Course Hours = 1 semester unit 

* Includes internship hours from 15-20 hours per week served concurrently with class attendance. 

** 120 Hours of the Pharmacy Technician program internship hours are served concurrently with classroom  
 attendance and 120 hours served at the completion of classroom hours. 

***These hours are done in conjunction with the theory hours, under the supervision of an instructor. 

****Only those students who have met the attendance and financial requirements set by the College and who    
     are considered competent in all areas of their studies are allowed to progress to clinical. Students who are  
     not able to demonstrate competency will not be released for clinical, and will be required to repeat course  
     work needed to improve the necessary skill sets.  

North-West College measures its programs in "credit hour units" shown in semester units on the table above.  
This method allows other learning institutions to evaluate the student's work if the student wishes to attend 
another institution of higher learning.  This is not to indicate that North-West College's credits are transferable to 
other Colleges or Universities.  However, some Colleges have accepted work completed at North-West College, 
evaluated on an individual basis, for students wishing to transfer.  The table above shows clock hours, both for 
the programs and outside preparation required for the student's ease of understanding. 
†All programs are systematically divided into courses, also known as self-contained learning modules or terms, 
making it easy for the student to enter many times during the year and begin their program of study.  This also 
allows the student to repeat a course or term, if it becomes necessary.   Students needing to repeat more than 
one course or term may be assessed tuition at regular tuition charges. 
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NOTICE CONCERNING TRANSFERABILITY 

OF CREDITS AND CREDENTIALS EARNED AT OUR INSTITUTION 
 
The transferability of credits you earn at North-West College is at the complete discretion of 
an institution to which you may seek to transfer. Acceptance of the degree or diploma you 
earn in your educational program is also at the complete discretion of the institution to which 
you may seek to transfer. If the credits or degree or diploma that you earn at this institution 
are not accepted at the institution to which you seek to transfer, you may be required to 
repeat some or all of your coursework at that institution. For this reason you should make 
certain that your attendance at this institution will meet your educational goals. This may 
include contacting an institution to which you may seek to transfer after attending North-West 
College to determine if your credits or degree or diploma will transfer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Any questions a student may have regarding this catalog that have not been satisfactorily answered by the 
institution may be directed to the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education at 1625 North Market Boulevard, 
Suite S-202, Sacramento, California, 95834, www.bppve.ca.gov, telephone 1-916-574-7720, fax 1-916-574-
8648. 
 
As a prospective student, you are encouraged to review this catalog prior to signing an enrollment agreement. 
You are also encouraged to review the School Performance Fact Sheet, which must be provided to you prior to 
signing an enrollment agreement.  
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GRADING SYSTEM 
 
 
Required Grades 
All students are evaluated on their practical performance as well as their written work.  Students are 
expected to progress at a standard learning pace.  Students having difficulty with a standard pace 
will be given tutoring help, at no extra charge.  The following grade scale is used: 
 
100% - 90%  = A  = 4 =  Superior 
89% - 79%  = B  = 3 =  Above Average 
78% - 68%  = C  = 2 =  Average 
67% - 60%  = D  = 1 =  Below Average 
59% - or Below = F  = 0 =  Failure 
“I” -   = Incomplete = (I) =  Incomplete—*Please  
                                                                                                             see the following note. 
 
*Incomplete: Not completing a course or failure to complete all work related to the course.  An 
incomplete (I) becomes a failure (F) if the work relating to the incomplete has not been completed by 
the end of the course.  If a student repeats a subject, the second grade will be substituted.   
 
Satisfactory Progress  
The student must be progressing toward completion of the program within a specified time frame. 
Students are required to complete the program within one and a half times the length of time 
normally scheduled for a program. Student’s grades are measured at the end of each course.  
 
At the end of the first 25% of the normal program length, a student must maintain a grade point 
average of 1.0 and complete a minimum of 15% of the total program credits. 
At the end of the midpoint (50%) of the normal program length, a student must maintain a grade 
point average of 1.5 and complete a minimum of 25% of the total program credits. 
At the end of 75% of the normal program length, a student must maintain a grade point average of 
1.75 and complete a minimum of 50% of the total program credits. 
At the end of 100% of the normal program length, a student must maintain a grade point average of 
2.0 and complete a minimum of 75% of the total program credits. 
At the end of 150% of the normal program length, a student must maintain a grade point average of 
2.0 and complete 100% of the total program credits. 
 
Students not meeting SAP standards are placed on academic probation.  Students will receive a 
written probation letter indicating their probationary status.  Once students are put on probation, they 
have until the next SAP evaluation point to raise their cumulative GPA and credits earned to the 
minimum standards or they will be terminated from school. At the next SAP evaluation point, if 
students successfully raise their cumulative GPA and credits earned to the minimum standards, they 
will be removed from probation and considered to be making satisfactory academic progress. 

Students on SAP probation will not be eligible for financial aid disbursements until they have 
achieved a minimum cumulative GPA as stated above and reached the required number of credits 
for that disbursement period.  Students who have been placed on written probation and fail to meet 
SAP requirements at the next evaluation point will be terminated. 

Should a termination be taken, the student will be notified in writing. The student may appeal the 
decision within ten (10) business days of notification. All appeals must be submitted in writing, and 
students must be able to provide documentation in support of the appeal. Appeals will be reviewed 
within ten (10) business days by the Campus Director. The decision of the Campus Director is final. 
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Required Grades (Vocational Nursing Program) 
All students are evaluated on their practical performance as well as their written work.  Students are 
expected to progress at a standard learning pace.  Students having difficulty with a standard pace 
will be given tutoring help, at no extra charge.  The following grade scale is used: 
 
100% - 90%  = A  = 4 =  Superior 
89% - 80%  = B  = 3 =  Above Average 
79% and below = F  = 0 =  Failure 
 
Satisfactory Progress (Vocational Nursing Program) 
Students are expected to have a cumulative GPA of 80% and above throughout the program. If a 
student gets two consecutive failing grades or the cumulative GPA is below 80% during any time 
within the program, the probationary advisement process starts, which involves discussion between 
the instructor and the student regarding the grades, methods that the student uses to study, time 
dedicated for studying, concentration in the class, and the external problems which may be 
distracting the student. Consequences of the grades remaining below 80% will also be discussed.  
The instructor then refers the student to the Director of Nursing with the instructor’s findings from the 
discussion and the recommendation from the instructor. Based upon this initial discussion, the 
Director of Nursing will decide whether or not to place the student on written notice of probation for a 
30 day period. The written notice of probation will clearly outline how the student is to resolve their 
probationary status, and may include, but not be limited to attendance, academic, or clinical issues. 
The written notice will also address the consequence of possible termination if the unsatisfactory 
progress continues. At the end of 30 days, the student’s probationary status is removed. If the terms 
of the written probation are not met at the end of 30 days, the student will be required to meet with 
the Director of Nursing. After careful review of the grades and performance, it will be at the Director 
of Nursing’s discretion to either place the student on an additional 30 day probation, or terminate the 
student.  The student will be notified of their termination from the program via written notice from the 
Director of Nursing. The conditions and terms of the probation will be documented and maintained in 
the student’s file. 
 
After completion of the nursing program, a review class will be offered to graduates to prepare them for 
the NCLEX exam.   There will be no charge for this.   Review classes will also be scheduled as needed 
for any students who have not been successful on the NCLEX. 
 
Credit Granting Policy (Vocational Nursing Program) 
Transfer credit may be granted to those vocational nursing students who have completed courses 
comparable to the courses taught in the College’s nursing program, at an accredited school 
recognized by the U.S. Department of Education.  The courses must have been completed within 
the past three years with a grade of 80% (B grade) or better.   Those students meeting these 
requirements will not need to take the compatible course.  They will be required to take a written or 
practical exam in order to identify any areas that need remediation.  The remediation will be 
scheduled when the student is not in class. 
 
Challenge Credit may be granted to students who have attended other programs or have 
comparable work experience within the last five years.  They will need to take an exam to evaluate 
areas they may need to remediate. CNA’s must have a current active certificate to meet these 
qualifications. 
 
Application/request must be in to the school at least one month prior to the desired entrance date.    
Official, sealed transcripts from the previous school attended must be presented at the time the 
request is made.   Written and/or performance assessment may be required.  The Director of 
Nursing and the Director of Education must approve the request. 
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Required Grades (Surgical Technologist Program) 
Students must maintain an academic average (i.e. test average) of 70% or more in order to 
progress in their course of study.  The average will be evaluated at the end of a module.  
Students with an academic average of 70% or better are also graded on attendance and 
participation.  For the final grade calculation for modules ST-101 – ST308 academic 
average is weighted 70%, participation is weighted 20% and attendance is weighted 10%.   
 
Surgical Technologist students must refer to the Student Handbook for further information 
regarding their required grades.  
 
Final Examinations 
Each specific program may include a course and/or term final examination covering all 
material presented in a particular course and/or term. Each program may also include a 
comprehensive program final examination covering all material presented within the 
program. Students will be provided ample advanced notification of these examinations and 
their scheduled dates during the course of their program.  
 
Articulation Agreements 
North-West College has not entered into an articulation or transfer agreement with any other college 
or university.  
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Termination Policy 
A student is subject to termination for violating any of the following: 
 

1. Failure to maintain satisfactory progress. 
2. Failure to comply with the school’s attendance policy. 
3. Failure to comply with the school’s student conduct policy. 
4. Failure to satisfy all financial obligations to the College. 
5. Violation of any of the conditions as set forth and agreed to in the Enrollment 

Agreement. 
 
Please refer to the catalog’s specific descriptions of each of the above policies for further 
clarification. 
 
Additionally, a vocational nursing student can be terminated for not passing their physical 
examination or by being deemed clinically unsafe by their instructor and/or the Director of 
Nursing. 
 
Re-Admittance 
Students who have been terminated from the College for lack of satisfactory progress may 
reapply for admission at the discretion of the Campus Director.  The student must show that 
the previous cause(s) of poor performance have been removed.  The Campus Director will 
review all such cases, and may place certain requirements upon students wishing to be 
readmitted.  
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